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TAGS: ETRD, UK 

SUBJECT: PRIME MINISTER TAKES LEAD IN NEW EXPORT DRIVE 

1 . IN AN ATTEMPT TO RALLY BOTH INDUSTRIALISTS AND 
TRADE UNIONISTS BEHIND A NEW EFFORT TO EXPORT MORE AND 
CUT DOWN IMPORTS, PRIME MINISTER CALLAGHAN HAS 
ANNOUNCED HE WILL CHAIR TWO SPECIAL CONFERENCES IN 
LONDON FOR GOVERNMENT MINISTERS TO HEAR PERSONALLY HOW 
TO IMPROVE THE UK'S PERFORMANCE. 
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2. HIS ANNOUNCEMENT IS SEEN HERE AS AN UNPRECEDENTED 
INITIATIVE AT A TIME WHEN THERE IS DISAPPOINTMENT THAT 
BRITAIN'S REVIVAL IN OVERSEAS TRADE HAS BEEN SLOWER 
THAN EXPECTED, EVEN WITH A HEAVILY DEPRECIATED POUND. 
THE CONFERENCES. TO BE HELD JUNE 22 AND JULY 11, ARE 
DESIGNED TO GIVE BUSINESSMEN AND UNION OFFICIALS THE 
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CHANCE TO TELL MINISTERS DIRECTLY WHAT THEY THINK OF 
THE GOVERNMENT'S INDUSTRIAL/EXPORT STRATEGY AND TO MAKE 
SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVEMENTS. SPECIFIC SUBJECTS WILL 
INCLUDE HOW TO RAISE BRITAIN'S SHARE OF TRADE IN 
FOREIGN MARKETS. HOW TO MAKE GREATER USE OF DOMESTIC- 
ALLY PRODUCED GOODS AND HOW TO INCREASE INVESTMENT 
AND PRODUCTIVITY. 
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